
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!Finding!the!Answers!in!Online!Newspapers!!
! ! By!Trisha!Bomar!
!
Searching*online*newspapers*is*a*tool*every*genealogist*should*be*using.*The*extent*of*
newspapers*digitized*online*today*is*massive.**
Families*can*only*pass*down*so*many*stories,*while*some*remain*dark*secretes.*We*know*names*
and*dates,*but*newspaper*articles*can*help*make*your*ancestors*come*to*life*by*telling*us*their*
story.**
*
My*favorite*free*sites*are:**

• Wikipedia:*http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:List_of_online_newspaper_archives.*
This*site*has*an*extensive*list*of*online*newspaper*sites*from*around*the*world.*Most*of*the*
newspaper*sites*that*I’ve*used*from*this*list*have*been*free.*

*
• Old*Fulton*NY*Post*Cards*and*Newspapers:*http://www.fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html.*
This*crazy*sight*has*over*29,000,000*historical*newspaper*pages*covering*the*US*and*
Canada.*

*
• Google*Newspaper*Archives:*http://news.google.com/newspapers.**

*
My*favorite*pay*site*is*Newspapers.com:*http://www.newspapers.com/.*You*can*search*for*
discounts*online*through*Ancestry.com,*Fold3,*or*by*using*Google.*
*
Our*research*subject*today*is*the*Gilroy*family.*Lets*see*what*we*can*discover*about*this*family*
using*online*newspapers.*
*
• Alpha*Gilroy*born*1844*in*Alabama,*died*1*Apr*1897*in*Newport,*KY.*Aka*Mrs.*A*L*Gilroy,*
Annie*Lorena*Beatrice*(Glenn)**

*
• Thomas*George*Gilroy*born*1864*LA.*Died*24*Dec*1894*IL.*(Alpha’s*son).*
*
• Noble*Shepard*or*Shephard,*birth*date*unknown.*
*
Newspapers.com,has,two,short,videos,that,are,helpful.,,

 
Tutorials & video to help you get started using Newspapers.com.  

 
 

 
Introduction to Newspapers.com and Searching Newspapers.com 
*

 



 
Search and browse are the two best ways to find what you are looking for on Newspapers.com. 

 
Search 
 

 
 
 
Searching 'William Randolph' on Newspapers.com 
When you have a name or other keywords to find, let the search comb through the millions of news pages 
to help you locate what you are looking for. All the pages on Newspapers.com have been indexed using 
Optical Character Recognition (OCR). This means that a computer has tried to identify the words on each 
page and produce a digital version to search. When the image is clean and in good condition, this process 
is very accurate and can make searching papers easy. For older papers or other papers where the image 
is less clear, the OCR processing may miss important words or read them incorrectly. 
You can search from the home page or by clicking the "Search" link at the top of most pages of the site. 
Type the name or other words you want to search for in the search box. A search will look for pages that 
include all the terms you put in the search box. 
You can use quotation marks (") to narrow your search to results that exactly match your search and/or to 
limit your results to matches where the terms are right next to each other (i.e. "Eli Whitney" or "Washington 
Monument") 
Search Results Page 
On the search results page you can use the left column to narrow your results by time period, location, or 
to a specific paper or papers. 
In the results column you'll find a small image (thumbnail) of the page with the matching text highlighted 
and information about the paper it come from. If there is more than one match on that page or another 
page in that edition of the paper, you'll see arrow buttons that you can use to look at the next and 
previous matches. You can use this preview to evaluate the matches and verify that the OCR has 
identified the words correctly. 
Clicking the thumbnail image or the linked newspaper title will take you to the viewer to see the full page. 
 
 
 



 
Browsing 
 

 
 
 Browse documents with the Newspapers.com browser 
When you just want to look at events for a particular date, or searching hasn't helped you find what you 
are looking for, browsing can be a good way to get into the papers. You can browse the site by clicking 
the "Browse" link at the top of most pages and following a path through country, state, city, or newspaper 
and then on to date. Or you can go to the "Papers" page and use the left column to browse newspaper 
titles by name, location, or time period. 
At any point in the browse process you can use the brown Search within box at the top of the page (or the 
"Search within these papers" box on the Papers list page) and search within just the papers in the group 
you have selected. 
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