
          MARIN COUNTY December 2017 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
 

        SOCIETY NEWSLETTER  
 

        Mailing Address:  Post Office Box 1511, Novato, CA  94948-1511 

          Meetings:  LDS Church, 220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael 
                            Email Contact:  info@maringensoc.org 
 

             MCGS is an IRS-approved 501(c)(3) non-profit organization; 

      Tax ID# 94-2516532.  Copyright © 2017 MCGS, All Rights Reserved. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 2018 

 

Jan. 6: MCGS Breakfast, Star Restaurant, 9 a.m. 

January 10: Writing Group Meeting, 10:30 a.m. 

January 18: DNA Group Meeting, 7 p.m. 

January 25: MCGS General Meeting, 7 p.m. 

 
Writing Group News 

The next meeting of the Writing Group will be 

Wednesday, January 10, 2018, 10:30 a.m. 

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 

Some people come early to work on their genealogy 

at the Family History Center. Interested in the 

Writing Group? Contact Susan Trumbull or Shirley 

Hudson. 

 
DNA Group News 

The next meeting of the DNA Group will be 

Thursday, January 18, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 

Remember: Most of the DNA companies offer 

Holiday sales! Please visit the DNA Group page for 

further information and numerous resources, 

including an updated listing of DNA blog 

suggestions! 

 
MCGS General Meeting 

Thursday, January 25, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 

Our General Meeting for January welcomes Robert 

Jackson, Ph.D. for the first of two presentations that 

will cover the Great Migration and researching 

German ancestors in both America and Germany! 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The San Rafael Family History Center will be 

closed Christmas Week and New Years Day: 

(December 18th through January 1st). 

 

Saturday Breakfast, January 6, 2018 at 9:00 a.m. 
 

MCGS members and all beginners are invited for 

breakfast at 9:00 on the first Saturday each month at 

Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Boulevard, Novato. 

 
 “Beginning Genealogy with Jeff (Jeffrey 

Vaillant)” at San Rafael Public Library Meeting 

Room, every 2nd Tuesday, from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 

Please visit SRPL Events Page for details! 

 
MCGS Research Trip, March 11-18, 2018 

to the Family History Library in Salt Lake City! 

Further details and registration information are on 

the website, including a Sign-Up Flyer with 

important details!. You may also contact Will 

Deady or Susan Trumbull for info. 
 

 

 
Marin Mystery Location: Can you identify this 

Marin location? How about the year? The answer 

is on the last page. 

(Photo courtesy of the California State Library.) 
 

 
 

mailto:info@maringensoc.org
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Meet the Member – ANITA MCPHERSON! 

 
 

My surname is brand new because I got 

married in July of this year! I was born and raised 

near Annapolis, Maryland and moved to Marin with 

my then-fiancé in 2016. My career as a commercial 

interior designer has included designing spaces for a 

wide variety of clients, including corporate offices, 

health-care facilities, retail spaces, resort-style 

senior living communities, and even lab buildings 

for NASA. I currently work full-time as a senior 

space planner for a local biopharmaceutical 

company. My son Ben is grown and lives near 

Denver; we just got back from visiting him for 

Thanksgiving and hiking in the nearby mountains. 

I’ve been active in researching genealogy in 

various ways since 2005, the year my grandfather 

passed away. I met a series of extended-family 

members for the first time at his funeral and learned 

a little of their history, and found that I wanted to 

know more. My genealogy hobby is so much a 

feature of our lives that our wedding ceremony 

noted that we’ve now established “a historical 

record of our relationship”! 

My husband Robert has always been 

patiently supportive, listening when I ramble on 

about my discoveries and traveling where my 

research leads. When we found my great-great-

grandfather’s headstone broken, he re-assembled it, 

which meant a lot to me, as I couldn’t have dreamed 

of fixing it myself. I’ve shared my interest with 

extended family and friends, too, building trees for 

several of them and uncovering some fun anecdotes 

along the way, including a yearbook photo of a 

high-school orchestra that includes my friend’s 

mother side by side on drums with Frank Zappa. 

My family history research has been a 

wonderful world-wide history lesson. My father’s 

ancestors were Dutch settlers in New Amsterdam; 

my Ryker line can be traced to the namesakes and 

occupants of Riker’s Island, New York (long before 

the prison was built, of course!). Several later 

relocated to the Midwest around the time of the 

American Revolution and have been there ever 

since. I have many, many known Ancestry DNA 

matches to these lines, as they have been 

extensively researched by others, and there are 

many documented trees to illustrate our common 

ancestors.  

My mother’s family members, on the other 

hand, are all much more recent immigrants, and that 

research has brought me completely different stories 

and history lessons. My mother Helen’s mother 

Helen arrived from Scotland at the age of two in 

1922. Records show that my great-grandmother 

(also Helen!) packed up her things and her toddler, 

and took a boat across the ocean and then a train 

across Canada to meet her husband who had 

traveled ahead of her. Finding the travel records, I 

wondered why they had chosen that destination, and 

I subsequently discovered that my great-grandfather 

John had a brother named Thomas who had 

immigrated to Canada, and Thomas owned land in 

Stettler, Alberta. When WW1 began, Thomas 

joined the Canadian Expeditionary Force and was 

subsequently killed fighting in France. Because he 

never married, it’s possible that after the war ended 

my great-grandfather went to Alberta to settle 

Thomas’ estate. No one living had ever been told 

about Thomas or his sacrifice, so it felt good to 

revive his memory. 

My mother’s father’s father Ioannis (later 

naturalized as John) arrived on a boat from Greece 

at the age of 13 in 1908 and, unlike many other 

Greeks who came to do business in New York City, 

he stayed here, never returning to Greece. His 

mother Frances Karambelas remained a mystery 

until recently, when a DNA match with a 

Karambelas ancestor was able to tell me MUCH 

more, extending my knowledge of that line back 

several more generations. A trip to Greece 

(specifically Arna, where my relatives still live) is 

absolutely on my bucket-list!  
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Of most interest to me regarding my 

mother’s ancestral lines has been the branch that 

was most lost to us. My maternal grandfather’s 

mother Anna died quite young, before my mother 

was born. I’ve discovered that Anna’s parents were 

Slovak immigrants from Austria-Hungary, who 

arrived in the mid-to-late 1890s and settled in a 

coal-mining village in PA. Orphaned and raised by 

her stepmother, Anna moved to Brooklyn as a 

young woman and met John while working as a 

waitress in his family’s restaurant there. The rest, as 

they say, is history, and I now wear Anna’s 

engagement ring, given to her by Ioannis/John 

roughly 100 years ago on the other side of the 

country from where I now live. I think they’d be 

amazed by my story, and I’m continually amazed 

by what I discover about theirs.  

 
MCGS Members Journal 

 

“Organizing Your Genealogy---How I Did It 

and You Can, Too!” by Erin Lacey 
(Here are excerpts from an article posted to Erin’s 

web log, Know Their Stories. For the complete text, 

please visit her blog post from November 8, 2016.) 
 

When my grandmother passed away and I inherited 

all her family history materials, it was 

overwhelming. My parents delivered all the files to 

me in several huge storage bins, and while I've dug 

through them repeatedly in the past four years, 

those big bins have remained, taking up space and 

driving me nuts. Here's how I tackled the mess. I'm 

sharing this process in the hopes that it will help 

others who need to get organized. 

1. Dump Everything Out On The Floor. I pulled 

everything out of the bins, spread it on the floor, 

and then started the work of sorting it. Nothing was 

going back into the bins. 

2. Group Like Items. Photos went in one pile. If 

they weren't already labeled (my grandmother was 

so good about this and most everything was 

labeled), then I looked carefully at the paperwork 

the photos had been stored with so I could make 

identifications before moving the photos. Clippings 

and personal letters went in another pile. Then, I 

simply made piles of miscellaneous paperwork by 

surname. I didn't start reading anything or scanning 

pages, I just stacked. Finally, everything from those 

bins was assigned to a pile. Then, I brought in my 

own paper files, which had been stored in my 

office. I added those files to the surname stacks. 

3. New Organizing Systems. I needed some new 

equipment to organize the stuff from the bins. If you 

already have a working filing system in place, you 

may not need new gear. I had inherited a lot of 

additional material and my old, small filing cabinet 

was not going to do the trick. I got out the hanging 

files and labeled each with a surname. I inserted 

everything from the stacks into a hanging file. 

4. Reduce, Scan, Recycle. This is the part that took 

the longest and was the most challenging. I left 

everything out on the table and floor during this 

process, so that I wouldn't be tempted to just close 

the file cabinet drawers and not complete it. For 

each family surname folder, I sorted through the 

paperwork and decided what to keep and what to 

discard. This was my process: KEEP--One accurate 

family group sheet per family. Any original 

documents. DISCARD--Duplicates. Print-outs of 

things I already have in digital format and attached 

to my online and desktop trees. SCAN AND 

DISCARD--Photocopies of texts. 

5. Feel Incredibly Victorious. It took a long time, 

but finally I had sorted, reduced and filed all those 

papers. Instead of a bunch of stuff tossed in a bin, I 

now had hanging files organized by surname.  

6. Share. I found some treasures in my Grandma's 

bins. There were photos, stories and articles that 

hadn't seen the light of day in many years. I emailed 

scans to family members. I uploaded them to my 

family tree on Ancestry.com. 

7. Secure. All your information should be backed 

up in multiple locations, and at least one of those 

locations should be cloud-based. My data and all 

the scans I've made are on my computer. They're 

also stored on two hard drives in my home. I have 

backed everything up to Dropbox, so that if there is 

a disaster and my home devices are destroyed, the 

files are not lost. 

Organizing is overwhelming. It's not fun. It can be 

done, though! Clear your schedule, dump 

everything out on the floor, and commit to putting it 

away in an organized fashion. You'll feel a real 

sense of accomplishment when it's done, and it will 

make accessing your paperwork much easier.  

 CALLING ALL WRITERS!!! Share your 

stories and blog postings in the MCGS Members 

Journal! Send them to your Newsletter Editor! 

http://knowtheirstories.blogspot.com/2016/11/organizing-your-genealogy-how-i-did-it.html
mailto:anniebee0301@gmail.com
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BLOG SPOT 
 

Indexes are essential to our genealogical research, 

and we use them constantly to help us locate 

records. FamilySearch has been actively developing 

software that allows members to become volunteer 

“web indexers” from home! To learn about 

FamilySearch’s latest web-indexing technology, see 

their blog article “Why Web Indexing.” 

 

Ever a useful resource, the Legacy Tree 

Genealogists blog provides a cornucopia of topics 

to peruse at every visit! Their most recent postings 

include articles on such subjects as 

“ScotlandsPeople: Research Tips from a Scot 

Descendant” (with information on how to access 

online digital images of records provided by the 

government of Scotland); “Using the Records of the 

Social Security Administration” (complete with a 

list of important dates and sites for access); and 

“Genealogy Research at NARA: Top 5 Tips from 

Professional Genealogists” (such essential info!). 

 

Lara Diamond of the blog “Lara’s Jewnealogy” is a 

specialist in Eastern European records. Thus, Lara 

shares the frustration of many who decry the lack of 

open public records in that part of the world, and 

she has been writing in support of those who are 

working to promote increased access to records for 

genealogy. In this regard, two of her recent posts 

are worth our attention: “Reclaim the Records—An 

Interview” and “Reclaim the Records, Ukraine 

Edition,” in which Lara has posted videos featuring 

people who are committed to the cause of record 

openness. 

 

Elizabeth Shown Mills is highly respected as an 

author and editor, most notably of a book of 

immense use to serious genealogists, Evidence 

Explained. Her website of the same name features a 

“Quick Tips” blog that is replete with helpful advice 

that challenges us to carefully report our research. 

Check out her recent Quick Tip, “10 Words Every 

History Researcher Should Know”! 

 

Ready for today’s DNA geek-out? About a year 

ago, Dr. Leah Larkin of “The DNA Geek” blog 

posted an article on “The Limits of Predicting 

Relationships Using DNA” that still is worth a 

careful read, especially with the arrival of our 

Black-Friday-sale DNA kits! 

Another challenge we face with DNA is 

understanding the terminology associated with 

genetic science. Roberta Estes of 

“DNAeXplained—Genetic Genealogy” has recently 

posted a helping hand with with terms related to Y-

DNA in her article, “Glossary--Terminal SNP.” 
 

The Genealogy Professional Podcast, hosted by 

Marian Pierre-Louis, features nearly 50 episodes, so 

far, with fascinating interviews of genealogy 

professionals from around the world! You don’t 

have to be interested in becoming a professional 

genealogist to learn a tremendous amount of 

enlightening information via this podcast series!! 
 

Solution to the December 2017 Mystery 

Location:  This postcard of the old First 

Presbyterian Church of San Rafael was issued in 

1909 to commemorate the 40th anniversary of the 

congregation’s founding in 1869. The church 

building pictured was torn down in the mid-20th 

century, but the First Presbyterian Church of San 

Rafael remains active in its current facility, across 

the street from the San Rafael Main Library! 
 

OFFICERS for 2017 – 18 
 

President – Vernon Smith (DNA Group) 

1st Vice President – Nancy Evans (Programs) 

2nd Vice President – Lon Sykes 

Secretary – Cathy Gowdy (Research) 

Treasurer – Conn Rusche 

Registrar – Sierra Pope (Past President) 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Erin Lacey (Publicity) 

Karen Parsons (At Large) 

Michelle Reardon (At Large) 

Jeffrey Vaillant (At Large) 

Mary Mitchell (At Large) 
 

STAFF 
 

MCGS Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto 

and Drusilla Miller 

Field Trips - Will Deady 

Newsletter - Annie Brenneis 

Writers Group - Susan Trumbull and  

Shirley Hudson 

Hospitality - Shirley Hudson 

Website - Heinz Scheuenstuhl 

Consultant - Phyllis Garratt 

LDS Liaison - Kathy Farrel 
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https://larasgenealogy.blogspot.com/2017/12/reclaim-records-ukraine-edition.html#more
https://evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/10-words-every-history-researcher-should-know
https://evidenceexplained.com/quicktips/10-words-every-history-researcher-should-know
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