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MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2017                                                                                       

March 12-18: Research trip to Family History Library 
           Salt Lake City
Mar 23: General Meeting 7:00 pm
Mar 29: Writing Group 10:30 am
Mar 30: DNA Group Meeting 7:00 pm
No Mar Computer Group Meeting       
Apr 1: MCGS Breakfast, Star Restaurant, 9:00 am

MCGS General Meeting, Mar 23, 2017, at 7:00pm
“Irish Genealogy”

Presented by Margaret Cooley
Researching your Irish ancestors is becoming easier 
with the publication of the Catholic Parish Registers 
and the rapid increase in DNA testing.
Margaret Cooley, has researched her Irish genealogy 
and published The McQueeneys: From Ireland to 
America. She will focus on the effects of the Famine 
in Ireland and why the Irish people left their native 
land for opportunities all over the world.
She will be presenting “Family Stories Workshop: 
Creating Narratives from Family Records” at the 
2017 Irish-American Crossroads Festival on Mar 26.
The share and tell segment will focus on sharing tips 
and techniques for tracking down Irish ancestors.
More information on the website, and flyer.

Writing Group Meeting Mar 29, 2017, 10:30 am.
FHC LDS Church, San Rafael

Bring copies of writing to read for feedback.
Details, contact Susan Trumbull or  Shirley Hudson

DNA Group Meeting March 30, 2017, 7:00 pm
Topic: ”Dealing with your Autosomal DNA Matches”

This follows on from our basics topic last month.
Note that this is on the 5th Thursday instead of our 

usual date of the 3rd Thursday.
More information on the DNA Group Page

No Computer Group Meeting in March

Saturday Breakfast, Apr 1, 2017, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited for 
breakfast on the first Saturday each month at Star 
Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am.

Upcoming Events
San Rafael Public Library, Library Meeting Room
Every 2nd Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:30 pm.         Info
“Beginning Genealogy with Jeff (Jeffrey Vaillant)”

East Bay Genealogical Society 
Tuesday, Mar 14, 2017, 10:00 am.
“German Research ” Presented by Robert Jackson
This will cover what you need to know to trace your 
ancestor as completely as you can in the United 
States.  Without his/her background here in this coun-
try you will face some heavy hurdles researching in 
Germany. 
Oakland Family History Center Library
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA..
Info

SFBAJGS Sunday, Mar 26, 2017, 1:00 pm.
“Digging for Gelt on JewishGen.org”
Presented by Vivian Kahn
JewishGen.org is the home of Jewish genealogy 
online, and it is a big site with a lot of resources. This 
will provide an overview of what is available, includ-
ing databases, special interest groups, e-mail discus-
sion lists, KehilaLinks, online classes, and more.
Oakland FamilySearch Library 
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, Apr 22, 2017, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm.
“2017 SPRING SEMINAR” 
presented by Thomas W. Jones
Topics Include:

Events continued on page 2
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Five Ways to Prove Who Your Ancestor Was  
Inferential Genealogy: Deducing Ancestors’ Identities Indirectly 
Using Autosomal DNA to Solve a Family Mystery  
Going Beyond the Bare Bones: Reconstructing Your Ancestors’ Lives 
Finley Center Person Auditorium
2060 West College Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA
Info

Blog Spot

Shannon Reese of CGS discusses “Our Manuscript 
Collection: Here’s How It Can Help Preserve Your 
Family Story”

Dick Eastman reports on “Big 4: Comparing Ances-
try, findmypast, FamilySearch and MyHeritage”
and “Book Review: Unofficial Ancestry.com Work-
book”

Lisa Louise Cooke offers “Lifting the Fog: Tips for 
Beginning Irish Genealogy Research”

Leslie Albrecht Huber offers “It’s Complicated: 
Unique Relationships in Historical Records” 

Yvonne Seal offers “George Washington: A Descen-
dant of Odin?”

Randy Seaver offers “What Are the Most Popular 
Databases on Ancestry.com?” 

Will Moneymaker reveals “How to Network with 
Family Members Using Social Media for Geneal-
ogy Research”

Debbie Kennett reports about “Launch of The Jour-
nal of Genealogy and Family History”

Kitty Cooper offers “Keeping Your Multiple Trees 
Updated” 

Kerry Scott offers “You Probably Think You Don’t 
Need This New Book. You’re Wrong”

Israel Pikholz tells about “Six Siblings - Part Two: 
Who Is Closest To Whom”

CeCe Moore discusses “The New Living DNA Test: A 
Review of My Results”

Judy Russell discusses “DNA doings in 2017” and advises 
on “DNA testing for adoptees: 2017” 

Events continued from page 1 Roberta Estes offers “New Native American Mito-
chondrial DNA Haplogroups” and “MyHeritage – 
Broken Promises and Matching Issues”

Richard Hill reveals “DNA Testing: Seven guidelines for 
adoptees”

The Ancestry Insider reports on “Inside Edition In-
vestigates Reliability of DNA Ethnicity Tests”

Blaine Bettinger offers “Adoptee Testing: A Study” and 
“Visualizing Recombination and Segment Loss”

Dorothy Wallace, last surviving founder of MCGS, 
died at the age of 99 years. She will be fondly remem-
bered by many. Please see her 2015 biography.

Officers for 2016 - 17

President - Sierra Pope
1st VP  - Vernon Smith - (Newsletter) 
2nd VP  - Susan Trumbull (Programs)

Secretary - Cathy Gowdy
Treasurer - Conn Rusche

Registrars - Joanne Rowlands & Pam McCart

Directors:
Nancy Evans (Programs)
Erin Lacey - (Publicity)

Shirley Hudson - (Hospitality)
Carolyn Hacker (At Large)

Carol Bentley - (LDS Liaison)

Committee chairpersons
MCGS Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - Paul & Carolyn Hacker
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Heinz Scheuenstuhl
Consultant - Phyllis Garratt

Past President - Jim Robinson

   Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone 415-226-9501
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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Meet the Member - Karen Parsons

 

 My parents were hosting a dinner party and 
Bridge game when Mom went into labor. This was 
her first pregnancy, but being an obstetrics nurse by 
profession, she wasn’t worried and continued play-
ing cards while sipping crème de mint and smoking a 
cigarette.
 I was born Karen Ann Cleasby on July 22, 
1962 at what was then Mary’s Help Hospital on Guer-
rero Street in San Francisco where Mom completed 
nurses training, and worked until I was born. I was 
also the first in our family born in the City-by-the-
Bay, but I don’t consider myself a San Franciscan 
since I’ve lived most of my life in Marin County. 
 I was exactly what my paternal grandmother 
ordered – a baby girl with red hair just like her’s, 
except mine was real. Yet I bore little resemblance to 
my parents, or my two younger siblings that followed. 
I didn’t inherit their dark brown hair or the beautiful 
complexion that tans perfectly and hides every blem-
ish.  By contrast, I was blessed with red hair and fair 
skin that shows every imperfection. The one feature 
that does connect my siblings and me are our large 
teeth, but mine, as my orthodontist had said, were the 
worst he’d ever seen.  My visible differences often 
lead to good-natured jokes about being the milkman’s 
daughter, the mailman’s daughter, and “the adopted 
one.” I took it in stride and laughed along, but there 
were times I’d wonder, “… maybe I’m not one of 
them?”  
 Both of my parents were only children who 
survived traumatic childhoods. Their pasts, and those 
of their relatives, were buried long ago beneath lay-
ers of secrets. I never thought to inquire, and frankly, 
wasn’t interested. Family history was B-O-R-I-N-G! 
Life was all about the present while fantasizing about 
the future.
 Then I turned 50 in July of 2013 and the future 
wasn’t as far off as it once was. So in lieu of a mid-
life crisis, I enrolled in a summer writing program at 
U.C. Berkeley. I already held a degree in Public Rela-
tions from the University of the Pacific and had built 
a career in sales and marketing, but longed to perfect 
the one skill that always brought peace of mind dur-
ing troubled times – writing! 
 As one of three students over the age of 22 
in a class of 24, it was a challenge keeping up with 
nightly homework assignments averaging 750 words. 

The college kids were used to the rigors of daily stud-
ies and produced pages of perfectly rhythmic proses 
with ease, while I wrote comparatively fewer pages of 
shredder worthy material with great effort. 
 Six weeks of writing hell culminated with the 
longest assignment – “Write 2500 words about a rela-
tive who has been silenced.” My paternal grandmoth-
er, Lillian Lazar(ian) Cleasby with the fake red-hair 
came to mind. She lived with Lewy Body Dementia 
for 15 years, the last 10 rendering her speechless. She 
died at a nursing home in Tiburon on May 19, 2000. 
 I fell asleep wondering what to write about 
the one grandparent that had any sort of a meaningful 
relationship with my siblings and me. But at 1 a.m., 
I bolted awake with the image of red letters scroll-
ing through my head - like a breaking news alert 
scrolls across the bottom of the t.v. screen - that read, 
“Born to a mother who wanted her and a father who 
wouldn’t keep her.“ 
 I called my mother the next morning asking to 
see what was in the old box her Aunt Iris had mailed 
her years ago. “Sure. There isn’t much in it, why?” 
After a brief explanation, I drove 3 short miles to my 
childhood home in Novato where Mom and Dad still 
live. 
 Among a handful of old pictures were a stack 
of letters dated June 5, 1938 through Jan., 2, 1939 
- all written by my maternal grandmother, Velma 
Miller, from the apartment she and my grandfather, 
Lawrence Miller, shared in Stockton, California. 
Every letter was addressed to Mrs. D. Embert at 717 
Washington Ave, New Orleans, LA. Velma had writ-
ten bi-weekly letters to her mama giving updates on 
how she was feeling as a mother-to-be, pregnant for 
the first time. Knowing these letters were all Mom 
had of her mother Velma, my assignment to write 
about a relative who had been silenced took a turn…
 Excerpt: Every year it’s the same. My mother 
shuns all offers to celebrate her birthday explaining 
that it’s a day she’d rather forget. As her children, 
my brother, sister, and me, we find cause to celebrate 
reminding her she wouldn’t have us otherwise. So 
every January 11th we celebrate quietly, just the fam-
ily, over a home cooked meal of her favorite comfort 
food, red beans and rice, or some other southern 
dish reminiscent of her childhood. We’re also aware, 
though it’s never discussed, she’s thinking of her 
mother, Velma who died giving birth to her.
 The 5000 words that followed the above ex-
cerpt were about Velma and what her life might have 
been like before being silenced at the age of 31, 2 
hours and 35 minutes after giving birth to my mother 
on January 11, 1939. 
 The professor said, “You’ve got a real story 
here, keep going!” Feeling encouraged, I resolved to 
develop this 5000 word assignment into a full-fledged 
manuscript. Only problem was I didn’t have any more 



Solution to the March 2017 Mystery Location 
Golden Crown Mine, near Dogtown.
Copper ore was first noted in the 1860’s near 
Dogtown in what became known as Union Gulch 
- now known as Copper Mine Gulch. The Union  
Copper Mine was started in 1863 but was not suc-
cessful. In 1896 the Golden Crown Mining company 
started mining in earnest and hired John Pearson, a 
Stanford engineering student. These operations were 
more successful, but friction arose with some of the 
residents of nearby Bolinas which led to violent inci-
dents involving gunfire and threats to hang Pearson. 
The mine was sold off in 1899, but a fire destroyed 
the buildings in 1904.
Read more here and here.

information. Mom grew up knowing that the death of 
Velma was never to be discussed. The only proof she 
had of this life once lived, were a few pictures and 
the stack of letters - the impetus for my entering the 
genealogical vortex. 
 As a newbie to this highly addictive endeavor 
I searched the big genealogy data banks finding very 
little information.  After months of being stymied by 
one brick wall after another, something had to change. 
In April 2016 Mom, my husband, and me packed 
up and headed to New Orleans hoping for a break-
through. 
 It was unlike any trip we’d ever taken. Meet-
ing Mom’s cousin Robbie, who she hadn’t seen since 
she was 14 and he was 6, was a highpoint. Their 
mothers, Velma and Iris were sisters, and the only 
offspring of Mr. & Mrs. D. Embert otherwise known 
as Daniel and Irene. Robbie had in his possession a 
trunk Daniel had built for Irene when they were mar-
ried.  In that trunk was Velma’s 1st communion book 
with a lock of her hair neatly wrapped in wax paper.  
Mom was near tears when she held up the thick lock 
of hair and said, “Karen, you’re not adopted after all, 
my mother had the same color hair as you!” 
 Currently, my husband, Monty Parsons and I 
split our time between our home in Novato and the 
Parsons family farm in Carpinteria where we’re trying 
our hand at growing organic produce for the com-
mercial market. In tow, always, are our 3 rescue dogs 
who collectively do an impressive job filling the void 
left by our son and daughter who have migrated south 
to pursue educational and professional ambitions. I’m 

also continuing work on my manuscript while work-
ing fervently on solving the mysteries hanging from 
our family tree.

Please Welcome New Members: Michael Moyle of 
Sausalito, and Debbie Hughes of Petaluma.

Read the Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
Newsletter.

Marin Mystery Location
Do you know where in Marin this was located, what it was 
used for, and when this photo dates from?. 
The solution is down below.
Photo courtesy of Louise Bea, descendant of John and 
Florence Pearson. 

https://www.topoquest.com/map.php?lat=37.94503&lon=-122.70728&datum=nad83&zoom=4
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