
S O C I E T Y  N E WS L E T T E R

May 2017MARIN COUNTY 
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

Mailing Address: Post Office Box 1511, Novato, CA 94948-1511
Meetings: LDS Church, 220 North San Pedro Rd, San Rafael

Email Contact: info@maringensoc.org

MCGS is an IRS-approved 501(c)(3) non-profit organization
Tax ID # 94-2516532.  Copyright © 2017 MCGS All rights reserved. 

MCGS Website: http://www.maringensoc.org

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
2017                                                                                       

May 10: Writing Group 10:00 am
May 16: Field Trip to Sutro Library 9:00 am
May 18: DNA Group Meeting 7:00 pm
May 20: Annual Picnic 12:30 pm   
Jun 3: MCGS Breakfast, Star Restaurant, 9:00 am

Writing Group Meeting May 10, 2017, 10:00 am.
FHC LDS Church, San Rafael

The focus this month will be on writing memoirs.
Art Boudreault, who has taught Memoir Writing, will 

explain how satisfying for your self this can be.
More on the website

Details, contact Susan Trumbull or  Shirley Hudson

DNA Group Meeting May 18, 2017, 7:00 pm
Topic: “Hands-on Workshop Meeting”

The focus will be on downloading and uploading 
DNA data and creating associated Family Trees.

Bring your laptop or tablet and your login information 
and kit numbers for your DNA accounts.

More information on the DNA Group Page

MCGS Annual Picnic, May 20, 2017, at 12:30pm
and 40th Anniversary Celebration

Paradise Beach Park
3450 Paradise Road · Tiburon

Bring your main course to grill, a side dish to share, 
and your own drinks. We will provide the charcoal, 
plates, utensils, and condiments. 
Entry Fee for the park is $10 per vehicle. 
Inquire at your local library for a free park pass.
Cathy Gowdy & Susan Trumbull will be presenting 
the history of MCGS over the last 40 years.
More on website and flyer

Saturday Breakfast, Jun 3, 2017, at 9:00 am
MCGS members and all beginners are invited for 
breakfast on the first Saturday each month at Star 
Restaurant, 1700 Novato Blvd in Novato at 9:00 am.

Field Trip to Sutro Library, San Francisco,
Tuesday, May 16, 2017.

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael
Meet in the parking lot of the Family History Center, 

220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael at 9:00 am
Contact Will Deady at (415) 491-4204

Register on the website

Upcoming Events

Sonoma County Genealogical Society
Saturday, May 20, 2017, 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm.
“Annual Brick Wall Busting Session”  Info
Three experts will show the way with 3 examples.  
Finley Center Person Auditorium
2060 West College Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA

SFBAJGS Sunday, May 21, 2017, 1:00 pm.
“Reclaim the Records: Using Freedom of Informa-
tion Laws for Genealogical Research ”
Presented by Brooke Schreier Ganz
Tired of being told by state archives or libraries that 
the records you want are inaccessible? Reclaim the 
Records is a not-for-profit group filing Freedom of In-
formation requests to get these “off limits” genealogy 
records released back to the public and put online for 
free. Learn how we challenged the NYC Archives. 
Oakland FamilySearch Library 
4766 Lincoln Avenue, Oakland, CA.
http://www.jewishgen.org/sfbajgs/calendar.html

California Genealogical Society
Saturday, Jun 24, 2017, 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm.
“Sex, Lies, and Genealogical Tape”
Presented by Ron Arons
Expect to receive intriguing ideas on how to approach 
your family history in a different way...
2201 Broadway, Suite LL2
Oakland, CA 94612
Register here

Events continued on page 2
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48th Annual Southern California Genealogy Jamboree
Friday - Sunday, June 9-11, 2017
Los Angeles Marriott Burbank Airport Hotel, Bur-
bank, California.  Info
San Rafael Public Library, Library Meeting Room
Every 2nd Tuesday, 2:00 - 3:30 pm.         Info
“Beginning Genealogy with Jeff (Jeffrey Vaillant)”

Blog Spot

Dick Eastman says that “Who Do You Think You 
Are? Live! Conference to Cease” and Debbie Ken-
nett reports on  “Who Do You Think You Are? Live 
2017”

Sunny Morton offers “New England Vital Records 
and More”

The Ancestry Insider reports on “FamilySearch 
Change or User Change?”

Findmypast blog offers “The Complete Guide to 
Global Military Records”

Randy Seaver tells about “BCG Offers Free DNA 
Webinar on Tuesday, 16 May” 

Amy Johnson Crow offers “Is Genealogy Blogging 
Dead?”

Carla Nappi provides “The Elizabeths: Elemental 
Historians”

Events continued from page 1 Kitty Cooper tells how to “Link Your Online Tree to 
23andme”, and “Set Your Profile to Public Tree at 
WIKItree”

CeCe Moore discusses “The Fourth Pond: MyHeri-
tage DNA”

Judy Russell tells about “Counting California”

Barbara Shoff discusses “Cousin Bait!”

FamilySearch Blog offers “Five Apps That Make 
Including Photos in Your Family Story a Cinch”

Blaine Bettinger tells about “A DNA Case Study: 
Revealing a Misattributed Parentage Event with 
DNA” and asks “Can a Genealogist Refuse to Use 
DNA Evidence?”

Debbie Parker Wayne reports on “Wanted: Genetic 
Genealogy Analysis Tools Incorporating Family 
Tree Charts” and “AncestryDNA Genetic Commu-
nities”

Roberta Estes gives a “LivingDNA Product Review” 
and reports on “Which DNA Test is Best?”          

Marin Mystery Location
Do you know where in Marin this is located, what it is 
used for, and when it was built?. 
The solution is on the last page.
Photo by Vernon Smith
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Meet the Member - Celinda Elizabeth Vogt Current

 

    It all started in Monroe, Wisconsin, the Swiss 
cheese capital of the world—at that time.   While they 
both were working for the Wisconsin Power and Light 
Company, Lawrence Vogt and Florence Berg met and 
married.  A year later I was born and we moved to 
Brooklyn, a town twenty minutes south of Madison, 
the state capital.  Three years later sister Carolyn 
joined the family.  All of this had a serious impact on 
the population of Brooklyn—fewer than 400 souls in 
the 40’s.  I can’t say I went to a one-room school, but 
it was certainly a “unified” school system—all twelve 
grades in one building.  There were thirteen students 
in my high school graduating class.  Without televi-
sion, computers or even a local movie theater, the 
residents of this little town were very social.  I partici-
pated in every school, church and community activity.  
“Alice in Dairyland” was the annual statewide event 
and one year I was chosen to represent Brooklyn as 
their “Dairy Queen”.  It was fun to meet people from 
all over the state and best of all eat lots of ice cream.  
My mom, one of the first working women in the com-
munity, was always interested in family history.  She 
would write letters to far flung (northern Wisconsin 
and Minnesota) relatives and organize family re-
unions. Then I was expected to attend.  What a bore!  
(Oh Celinda, the opportunities you missed.)
     After high school graduation, I was off to the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison campus.  Making the 
adjustment to the difference in class size (13 to 300) 
was a bit of a shock. The choices in classes and fields 
of study seemed overwhelming.  After some explora-
tion, I decided that education might give me the most 
flexibility.  Upon graduation, wanting to get a taste of 
big city life, my first job was teaching fourth grade in 
Wauwatosa, a suburb of Milwaukee.  I loved teaching, 
but was challenged by one obviously bright student 
who was having great difficulty learning to read.   It 
made me feel that I needed to return to the university 
to study more about the learning process.
     It was a pivotal year.  The graduate studies led 

to a future career in special education and the social 
component led to a future family.  There was a man 
named Jim Current, who after receiving a degree 
from Garrett Theological Seminary at Northwestern 
University, was majoring in theater at UW.  The stage 
was set.  It was a Christmas wedding in the middle 
of a Wisconsin snowstorm.  The next two years we 
lived in Towson, Maryland where I taught school in 
Baltimore County and Jim was pastor of three country 
churches.  Only a newly married bride could listen to 
the same sermon three consecutive times in the same 
morning. 
      Living on the East Coast near Jim’s family was 
exciting.  There were new traditions, new people and 
so many historical places to visit.  Jim’s uncle owned 
a big old hotel in Harpers Ferry, West Virginia where 
we were welcome to come and stay whenever we 
could get away.  His mother’s great grandfather had 
come to Harpers Ferry to work in the national armory 
that was established there after the Revolution by 
George Washington.  We spent many of our leisure 
hours searching antique shops for a rifle bearing the 
grandfather’s stamped initials-evidence of his position 
there as inspector.  We found one!
     It was about this time that my grandmother died.  
She had been the only grandparent living when I was 
born and she was always special to me.  My mom 
and her sister were the ones tasked with preparing her 
house for sale.  It was one of those big old clapboard 
houses with a basement and an attic.  Yes!  It did have 
an attic that was full of treasures that no one had seen 
for years including two big framed oil portraits of 
ancestors, photographs of all sizes and types, scrap-
books, a trunk full of letters and several Bibles, old 
clothing and household items.  The stories started to 
fly and it got me going.  My aunt wanted to have a ga-
rage sale and get rid of everything.  Thank goodness 
Mom was there.  She ended up collecting all that she 
could and she and I started talking “genealogy”.
Then it was Viet Nam.  Jim went on active duty as 
Chaplain with the US Navy and was assigned to a 
squadron of four ships based in San Diego, but was 
soon on his way to the South China Sea.  While 
waiting on shore, I taught school in Chula Vista, a 
community close to the Mexican border.  We felt like 
pioneers as we both were the first in our family lines 
to move west of the Mississippi River.  Two years 
later Jim was up for reassignment.  When he called 
to tell me where they were sending us, I thought he 



Solution to the May 2017 Mystery Location 
Lincoln School, Hicks Valley Road, West Marin. 
This schoolhouse, built in 1872, is the oldest continu-
ously operating one-room schoolhouse in California.
It is also one of the smallest at only 432 square feet.
The staff consists of one teacher-principal and one 
instructional aide, and serves mainly the children of 
local dairy ranchers and farm workers in grades K- 
6th. Enrollment is usually less than 20 children.
Lincoln is one of three one-room schoolhouses in 
Marin. Union School on Red Hill Rd. and Laguna 
School in Chileno Valley are the others. 
Read more here.

was kidding—Treasure Island!  I quickly learned 
that it was a real island in San Francisco Bay and 
soon I was living in Mill Valley and teaching in “The 
City”.  Two years later it was time to return to civil-
ian life.  Where should we settle?  We had fallen in 
love with Northern California.  Jim became the pastor 
of the Methodist Church in Daly City and I contin-
ued to teach at Laguna Honda Middle School on 
7th Avenue in SF.  In the next several years, the size 
of our family doubled—a girl and a boy.  In 1976, 
Jim was reassigned to a church in Orinda and I was 
transferred to Paul Revere School in Bernal Heights, 
SF.  It happened that the librarian at that school was 
an accomplished genealogist and we became good 
friends, spending many hours “together” pouring 
over census microfilms at the archives in San Bruno.  
1984 brought a move to Novato, where I met my new 
neighbor, Susan Trumbull.  I was very soon a mem-
ber of Marin County Genealogical Society.   And the 
genealogy goes on. 
     Retirement came in 1998 after thirty three years 
of teaching.  I now keep busy with church activities 
and involvement in several women’s groups, clerk-
ing in a thrift shop in Santa Rosa and docenting at the 
Novato History Museum.  Favorite things to do are 
rug hooking, knitting, gardening, reading, travel and 
GENEALOGY.

Sonoma County Genealogical Society Newsletter.

At the April 27 MCGS General Meeting the Members 
present approved the new slate of Officers (see on 
right) and also the proposed amendments to the By-
laws.
We are still looking for a Newsletter Editor and persons 
to handle Hospitality and Sales.

More Blogs

Devon Noel Lee offers “My Famous Canadian 
Ancestor in the Circus” and  “Jews to New Nether-
land (New York)”

The DNA Geek provides “A Genetic Genealogy 
Glossary”

23andMe Blog reveals “23andMe’s New Ancestry 
Timeline”

Mary Harrell-Sesniak offers “A Genealogist’s De-
light: Oddities and Curiosities of Early Censuses” 

Welcome to the New Officers for 2017 - 18

President - Vernon Smith
1st VP  - Nancy Evans (Programs)

2nd VP  - Lon Sykes
Secretary - Cathy Gowdy
Treasurer - Conn Rusche
Registrar - Sierra Pope

Directors:
Erin Lacey - (Publicity)

Karen Parsons - (At Large)
Michelle Reardon (At Large)

Jeffrey Vaillant (At Large)
Mary Mitchell (At Large)

Committee chairpersons
MCGS Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto &

Drusilla Miller
Field Trips - Will Deady

Sales - TBA
Research - Cathy Gowdy

Web Site - Heinz Scheuenstuhl
Consultant - Phyllis Garratt
Past President - Sierra Pope

LDS Liaison - Kathy Farrel

   Family History Center and the
Genealogical Society Library

Located at the LDS Church, 
220 North San Pedro Road, San Rafael

Phone 415-226-9501
Wed. & Fri 9:00 am to 1:00 pm

Tuesday 1:00 pm to 9:00 pm
Thurs 5:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Closed: Sunday, Monday, and Saturday
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