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MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

2017 

Sept. 2:  MCGS Breakfast, Star Restaurant, 9 a.m. 

September 21:  DNA Group 7:00 p.m. 

September 27:  Writing Group 10:30 a.m. 

September 28:  MCGS General Meeting 7:00 p.m. 

Oct. 7:  MCGS Breakfast, Star Restaurant, 9 a.m. 

 
Writing Group Meeting 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 
 

Participants have been writing captions for pictures 

and then writing stories for the pictures.  Bring 

yours to share!  Some people come early to work on 

their genealogy at the Family History Center.  For 

details, see the website or contact Susan Trumbull 

or Shirley Hudson. 

 
DNA Group Meeting 

Thursday, September 21, 2017, 7 p.m. 

FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 
 

At our next meeting, we will have a Q & A session 

and then discuss the topic, “Introduction to Using 

GEDmatch.”  In the meanwhile, please visit the 

DNA Group Page to peruse some immensely useful 

resources! 

 
 

MCGS General Meeting Sept. 28, 2017, 

7:00 p.m., FHC LDS Church, San Rafael 

Topic:  Barbara Rae-Venter presents 

“DNA Sleuthing—Case Study:  Lisa Jensen” 
 

Barbara will discuss a cold case involving a 

kidnapping, which she has been working on with 

the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Department of 

Crimes Against Children Detail, as an example of 

how to sort out your DNA matches. 

Please visit this page on the MCGS site! 

“Beginning Genealogy with Jeff (Jeffrey 

Vaillant)” at San Rafael Public Library Meeting 

Room, every 2nd Tuesday, from 2:00 – 3:30 p.m.   

Please Note:  There is no beginner’s group at SRPL 

during September, because Jeff will be out of town, 

but he will be back for the session in October! 

Please visit SRPL Events page for details! 
 

 

Saturday Breakfast, September 2, 2017 

at 9:00 a.m. 
 

MCGS members and all beginners are invited for 

breakfast at 9:00 on the first Saturday each month at 

Star Restaurant, 1700 Novato Boulevard, Novato. 

 

 
California Genealogical Society (CGS) 

 

It’s BART-able!  If you have never visited the 

California Genealogical Society Library, do 

yourself a favor and check it out!  See their Come to 

the Library web page for a look at what they have to 

offer!  The CGS Library is open Thursday through 

Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.  You will 

find them at 2201 Broadway, Suite LL2, in 

Oakland.  Given the horrendous parking situation in 

downtown Oakland, taking public transportation is 

recommended!  From Marin County, it is an easy 

trip to El Cerrito Del Norte BART station, either by 

car or Golden Gate Transit bus #40.  The BART 

station nearest the CGS Library is Oakland 19th 

Street, from which the library is a short walk.  (For 

a quick coffee and gourmet donut nearby, I 

recommend Donut Savant at 1934 Broadway! - Ed.) 
 

Important News:  Unfortunately, plans by CGS to 

organize a Caribbean Cruise with “The Genealogy 

Guys” in early 2018 have been cancelled. 
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Marin Mystery Location:  Can you identify this 

Marin location?  How closely can you guess the 

year of the photograph?  The answers are on the 

last page.  (Photo courtesy of Anne T. Kent 

California Room, Marin County Free Library.) 
 

 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

The Sacramento German Genealogical Society 

(www.sggs.us) invites everyone to a special 

Saturday meeting on October 21, 2017, from 10:00 

a.m. to noon, featuring Fritz Juengling, PhD., AG
®

 

speaking on the topic: 

“Witches, Horse Thieves, Soldiers, and Regicides-- 

What the ‘Hansel and Gretel’ Story Has Taught 

Us About Family History.” 
Dr. Juengling is an expert in German, Dutch, and 

Scandinavian research at the Family History Library 

in Salt Lake City.  Please join SGGS for this very 

special meeting at the California State Archives, 4th 

floor, at 1020 “O” Street in Sacramento!  If you are 

interested in carpooling to this event, please contact 

Annie Brenneis.   

* *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * 

The San Francisco Bay Area Jewish Genealogical 

Society (SFBAJGS) invites you to listen to a 

presentation by Kimberly Miller entitled “Leave 

Something of Who You Are” on Sunday, 

September 17, 2017, 1:00 p.m., when they meet at 

Oakland FamilySearch Library, 4766 Lincoln 

Avenue, Oakland.   
 

In addition, SFBAJGS volunteers will be meeting to 

have a session of Brainstorming with the Mavens 

at the Jewish Community Library, 1835 Ellis Street 

in San Francisco, from noon to 2:00 p.m. on 

Sunday, October 1, 2017. 
 

For more news from this very active group, visit 

their website at this link: SFBAJGS. 

Sonoma County Genealogical Society 
 

The SCGS will meet on Saturday, September 16, 

2017, at the Santa Rosa Finley Center, Cypress 

Room, 2060 West College Avenue, Santa Rosa.  

The program will begin with a Chat Group at Noon.  

From 1:00-2:30 p.m., there will be a presentation by 

George McKinney of the Oakmont Genealogy Club 

on the topic:  “The Real Story of Ellis Island.” 

* *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * * 

A Full Day With The Legal Genealogist! 
 

The California Genealogical Society is hosting a 

full-day seminar with Judy G. Russell on Saturday, 

September 23, 2017 from 9:45 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at 

the Goldman Theater in downtown Berkeley!  

Registration is $115 for CGS members or $140 for 

non-members.  For details and to register, please 

visit this Eventbrite page or the CGS website. 
 

 

Meet the Member – PAUL HACKER! 

 
(Please see the August issue for  

the first portion of Paul’s story! – ed.) 
 

PART TWO:  I had several part-time jobs while 

growing up in San Francisco.  I sold newspapers on 

a corner and delivered newspapers door to door.  

When we moved to the Sunset District, I also 

volunteered to help our neighborhood grocer, who 

was partially disabled, with his weekly garbage 

pickup.  While in high school, I worked part-time at 

I. Magnin in the stock room.   In 1954, I graduated 

from high school, attended S.F. City College, and 

worked part time at a photo studio doing darkroom 

work, photographing high school basketball games 

and running errands for the owners.   

I earned an AA degree at S.F. City College 

and afterwards got my first full-time job at Hills 

Bros. Coffee, Inc. in San Francisco.  I worked for 

them for 39 years, beginning in the mail room and 

retiring as Assistant Controller for Nestle Beverage 

Co.  Hills Bros. had been sold to a Brazilian 

company by the Hills family and was later bought 

by the Nestle Company while I worked there. 

http://www.sggs.us/
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I served in the U.S. Naval Reserve from 

1954 to 1962.  I joined the Naval Reserve in my 

senior year in high school to avoid being drafted 

into the Army during the Korean War, but if I had 

been drafted, I would have gone into the Navy.  I 

was activated in 1961 during the Berlin Crises.  I 

was with a Naval Air Squadron at Alameda, 

California, and in 1962 we were sent to Christmas 

Island in the South Pacific to participate in the last 

atmospheric Atomic Bomb tests conducted by the 

United States.  I was a Yeoman Third Class, an 

administrative job, and witnessed about 20 aerial 

atomic bomb drops from B-52s which detonated 

about 10 miles offshore from Christmas Island. 

Our squadron’s responsibility was to police 

the area to prevent any ships or aircrafts from 

coming into the testing area.  Those of us in the 

ground crews assembled outdoors on the airstrip, 

wearing protective googles with our backs to the 

bomb blast.  I experienced blinding light, heat, an 

explosion sound, and wind occurring in that order 

after each blast.  In late July 1962, our squadron 

returned to Alameda and was deactivated, and I 

received my Honorable Discharge.  I returned to 

Hills Bros. Coffee and began my new life with a 

marriage and then two sons, and we eventually 

bought a house in Marin. 

Camping, fishing, hiking and canoeing were 

big in our lives as my wife and I raised our boys.  

We canoed the Eel River, American River, Klamath 

River, San Francisco Bay, Mad River, Monterey 

Bay, Drake’s Bay, San Rafael Bay, and other small 

water ways.  Camping was what we did for summer 

vacations. 

Over the years, I’ve been involved in 

various volunteer activities.  I led a couple of 

whitewater canoe trips with the Sierra Club, was 

head of the Marin Canoe Club in its early existence, 

was a Scoutmaster for one son’s Cub Scout troop, 

and was a Lay Reader and Sunday School Teacher 

for the Church of the Nativity in San Rafael.  I 

volunteered helping Elizabeth Terwilliger construct 

a canoe rack in Mill Valley, and my wife, my sons, 

and I were all great fans of hers. 

I am presently a school volunteer at Sun 

Valley School in San Rafael and have been for 20 

years.  I started there when Carolyn’s and my first 

grandchild, Andrew, started kindergarten there.  He 

is now a graduate of Stanford University, and I am 

now in second grade!  Emily and Amanda, our 

granddaughters, also went there.  Emily is a 

graduate of Whitman College and Amanda is a 

senior at Carleton College. 

Carolyn and I have been married for 34 

years--a second marriage for both of us.  Carolyn 

has two daughters and five adult grandchildren, all 

living in Northern California.  I have one son living 

in Northern California and one son and two 

grandsons living in Asheville, North Carolina.  

Carolyn and I have enjoyed our California 

grandchildren tremendously, going on trips with 

them and their parents over the years, babysitting 

them on trips, and enjoying the out-of-doors.  We 

are blessed with such a loving and caring family.  

We have vacationed with our North Carolina 

grandsons over the years, both in California and 

North Carolina. 

Carolyn and I have travelled to Europe and 

the western, mid-western, eastern, and southern 

parts of the U.S. over the years, doing family 

research for both of our families, and we have had a 

wonderful experience in meeting interesting people 

and discovering new history about our families.  We 

are fortunate to be a part of the Marin County 

Genealogical Society. 
 

Share Your Family Crests!! 

 
As I head off on holiday to Scotland and England, it 

seemed a fun idea to share my Glasgow Fleming 

family crest with you all.  The Fleming motto 

simply means that our actions speak for themselves.  

Do you have a family crest to share with us?  

Please send it to me so we can all enjoy it! – Ed. 

 
BLOG SPOT 

 

Would you like to generate more family 

connections through your DNA database profile?  

Visit the DNAeXplained site for some ways of 

Making Your DNA Results More Clickable by 

adding information to your account that will make it 

attractive to all those distant cousins! 
 

Judy G. Russell, The Legal Genealogist, has just 

posted some important resources to Help with DNA 

for Adoptees! 
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MORE BLOGS 
 

It is likely that all of us have discovered information 

on genealogy websites that we knew immediately, 

or later discovered, was completely erroneous.  

These websites often seem to be mere receptacles 

for the uneducated guesses of the masses of 

genealogy hobbyists!  It is no wonder that the first 

component of the Genealogical Proof Standard 

(GPS), listed on page one of the short-but-sweet 

book Genealogy Standards, is “reasonably 

exhaustive research.”  A recent article in Amy 

Johnson Crow’s excellent blog, Why Ancestry and 

FamilySearch Aren't Sources, explains how such 

genealogy websites should be regarded by us as 

libraries that are mere containers of sources that 

await our thorough verification.  Let us hope this 

blog posting has a wide readership! 
 

The Wirecutter is a blog that provides reviews of 

“gadgets and gear” for consumers.  Their article, 

The Best DNA Ancestry Testing Kit, explains why 

they like AncestryDNA but also provides important 

bits of caveat emptor (“let the buyer beware”) that 

help readers understand the purposes and limitations 

of DNA testing for genealogy. 
 

For a veritable cornucopia of useful and fun 

information to aid your research, be sure and make 

frequent visits to Lisa Louise Cooke’s Genealogy 

Gems!  This marvelous web log includes not only 

excellent articles, but frequent audio and video 

podcasts and even a book club!  The free content is 

quite generous, and there is even more available at a 

reasonable price to premium subscribers.  Recent 

postings on Genealogy Gems include a wonderful 

review of the Best of New and Updated Genealogy 

Records Collections.  Yet another update on New 

Online Records from England, Germany, Italy, the 

U.S., and even China has just been posted on the 

first of September!  (Can you tell that I love this 

blog?  Find out why by taking a look! – Ed.) 
 

Randy Seaver provides a detailed, and very 

interesting, answer to the question, How and Why 

Do You Use the FamilySearch Family Tree? in his 

popular Genea-Musings blog! 
 

The DNA Geek has posted an in-depth article 

entitled Escape from the Overlap Zone, in which 

there is a discussion of how overlaps occur with 

grandparent and half-sibling relationships, along 

with ways to tell them apart.   

The latest postings to the Ancestry Blog feature 

some terrific inspiration for our research.  One 

article details the genealogical journey to uncover 

the intrepid life story of a great-aunt in A Woman 

on the Frontlines of War.  Another recent posting 

offers a very creative writing idea that involves 

using the newspapers and magazines of an 

ancestor’s era to gain insights into their everyday 

life and Compile A Reading History For Your 

Family. 
 

__Solution to the September Mystery Location__ 
Prisoners from the San Quentin State Prison 

provided concerts and entertainment (including the 

female impersonator in the photo) to the public on 

Sunday mornings.  This image is from 1914.  San 

Quentin State Prison opened in 1852, making it 

California’s oldest prison.  Inmate labor built the 

prison on 20 acres of land in Marin County near San 

Rafael.  This image is from the family album of San 

Quentin guard, Richard M. Smith, and his wife, the 

San Quentin matron, Genevieve Smith. Their 

album, which spans the years 1910-1915, depicts 

the living conditions and activities of San Quentin 

inmates. 
 

 

OFFICERS for 2017 – 18 
 

President – Vernon Smith (DNA Group) 

1st Vice President – Nancy Evans (Programs) 

2nd Vice President – Lon Sykes 

Secretary – Cathy Gowdy (Research) 

Treasurer – Conn Rusche 

Registrar – Sierra Pope (Past President) 
 

DIRECTORS 
 

Erin Lacey (Publicity) 

Karen Parsons (At Large) 

Michelle Reardon (At Large) 

Jeffrey Vaillant (At Large) 

Mary Mitchell (At Large) 
 

STAFF 
 

MCGS Library - Jo Ann Rowley-Minhoto 

and Drusilla Miller 

Field Trips - Will Deady 

Newsletter - Annie Brenneis 

Writers Group - Susan Trumbull and  

Shirley Hudson 

Hospitality - Shirley Hudson 

Website - Heinz Scheuenstuhl 

Consultant - Phyllis Garratt 

LDS Liaison - Kathy Farrel 
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